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THE NEXT WAR



it begins to go decadent, to find its force sapped. Spain, lord of the world up to the seventeenth century, holding her power by means of the famous Spanish infantry, "the wall which repaired its own breaches," suddenly faded away until by the nineteenth century she was the football of Europe. But the off-hand recruiting systems of those old days could not possibly hit the breed as hard as our modern method of scientific conscription. Just as technically-improved war has worked toward greater and greater property-destruction, so has it worked toward greater and greater race-destruction.[1]
The thirty million civilians deprived of life by Armageddon probably struck about the average level of the breed. Those who died of starvation or exhaustion in the great treks before the advancing hordes of the late war were below that average. These flights were primitive struggles for existence, wherein the weakest died first. Without quite the same certainty, we may say that those who died of malnutrition and the epidemics directly engendered by war were somewhat below average. That—to be perfectly cold-blooded—was a gain to the race. But the unborn—for the most part they never came into this world because their po-


	↑ Jordan's militaristic opponents asked once for facts to support his theory. This caused Dr. Vernon Kellogg to investigate the old French records. He found that in the generation following the Napoleonic wars, the standard of height and weight for French recruits had greatly to be lowered by the military authorities. More significantly, be found the percentage of men rejected for physical unfitness greatly increased.
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