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ALPINE SONG.









    What dost thou here, brave Swiss? 

Forgett'st thou thus thy native clime, 

The lovely land of thy bright spring-time? 

The land of thy home, with its free delights, 

And fresh green valleys, and mountain-heights? 

    Can the stranger’s yield thee bliss?


    What welcome cheers thee now? 

Dar’st thou lift thine eye to gaze around? 

Where are the peaks, with their snow-wreaths crown'd? 

Where is the song, on the wild winds borne, 

Or the ringing peal of the joyous horn, 

     Or the peasant's fearless brow? 


    But thy spirit is far away! 

Where a greeting waits thee in kindred eyes, 

Where the white Alps look through the sunny skies, 

With the low Senn [1]cabins, and pastures free, 

And the sparkling blue of the Glacier-sea, 

    And the summits cloth'd with day. 


    Back, noble child of Tell! 

Back to the wild, and the silent glen, 

And the frugal board of peasant-men: 

Dost thou seek the friend, the lov’d one here?

—Away! not a true Swiss heart is near, 

    Against thine own to swell!






	↑ * See Note (1) to "The League of the Alps."












[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:1819_Edinburgh_Annual_Register.pdf/16&oldid=9164603"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 24 March 2019, at 20:56
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 24 March 2019, at 20:56.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








