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BUZEU — BYRD

Buzeu, a town in Rumania, chief town of the district
of the same name, 80 miles from Bucarest. It is the residence of an orthodox archbishop, and has a court of first
instance, a seminary, and gymnasium. The cathedral was
erected in 1740 by Prince Mathieu Bassaraba on the ruins
of the old church built circa 1500 by Radu the Great.
In the neighbourhood are many interesting monasteries.
Population (1900), 21,561.
Byelostok (Polish, Bialystok), a district town of
West Russia, government and 57 miles by rail S.W. of
Grodno, on the main line to Warsaw, at its junction with
the Kieff-Graevo (Prussian frontier) line, and having a
branch to Baranowiczi. Founded in 1320, it became part
of Prussia after the third partition of Poland, but was
annexed to Russia in 1807, after the Peace of Tilsit. Its
development dates from 1845, when woollen-mills were
built close by. Since that time it has grown very rapidly,
its population being 13,787 in 1857, 56,629 in 1889, and
63,927 in 1897. Its sixty-eight woollen, four silk, and one
felt hat factories give occupation to several thousand
workers, most of whom live in its populous suburbs.
Byeltsy, a district town of Russia, government of
Bessarabia, 83 miles N.W. of Kishineff, connected by
rail with both Odessa and Nowoselitsy on the Austrian
frontier. It is the main centre of the region for trade in
cattle and horses exported from the south and south-east to
Poland, Austria, Rumania, and partly Prussia. Population, 18,526.
Byrd, William (1543-1623), English musical
composer (whose work has not been properly appreciated
till recent years), was probably a member of one of the
numerous Lincolnshire families of the name who were to
be found at Lincoln, Spalding, Pinchbeck, Moulton, and
Epworth in the 16th century. According to Wood, he
was “bred up to musick under Thomas Tallis.” He was
appointed organist of Lincoln Cathedral about 1563, and on
14th September 1568 was married at St Margaret in the
Close to Ellen or Julian Birley. His eldest son, Christopher,
was baptized at the same church 18th November 1569.
On 22nd February 1569 he was sworn in as a member of
the Chapel Royal, but he does not seem to have left
Lincoln immediately, for his eldest daughter, Elizabeth,
was baptized there 20th January 1571-72, and on 7th
December 1572 Thomas Butler was appointed master of
the choristers and organist on Byrd’s “nomination and
commendation.” In the Chapel Royal he shared with
Tallis the honorary post of organist, and on 22nd January
1575 the two composers obtained a license for twenty-one
years from Elizabeth to print music and music-paper, a
monopoly which does not seem to have been at all remunerative. In 1575 Byrd and Tallis published a collection of Latin motets for five and six voices, printed by
Thomas Yautrollier. In 1578 Byrd and his family were
living at Harlington, Middlesex. As early as 1581 his
name occurs among lists of recusants, and though he
retained his post in the Chapel Royal he was throughout
his life a Catholic. About 1579 he set a three-part song
in Thomas Legge’s Latin play “Ricardus Tertius.” In
1588 he published Psalmes, Sonets, and Songs of Sadnes
and Pietie, and in the same year contributed two madrigals
to Nicolas Yonge’s Musica Transalpina. In 1589 appeared
Songs of Sundrie Natures, a second edition of which was
issued in 1610. In the same year he published Liber
Primus Sacrarum Cantionum, a second series of which
was brought out in 1591. In 1590 two madrigals by
Byrd were included in Thomas Watson’s First Sett of
Italian Madrigalls Englished ; one of these seems to have
been sung before Elizabeth on her visit to Lord Hertford

at Elvetham in 1591. In April 1592 Byrd was still
living at Harlington, but about 1593 he became possessed
of the remainder of a lease of Stondon Place, Essex, a
farm of some 200 acres, belonging to William Shelley,
who was shortly afterwards convicted of high treason.
The property was sequestrated, and on 15th July 1595 Byrd
obtained a crown lease of it for the lives of his eldest son
Christopher and his daughters Elizabeth and Rachel.
On the death of Shelley his son bought back his estates
(in 1604), whereupon his widow attempted to oust Byrd
from Stondon Place, on the ground that it formed part of
her jointure. Byrd was upheld in his possession of the
property by James I. {Calendar of State Papers, Dom.
Series, James I. add. series, vol. xxxvi.), but Mrs Shelley
persevered in her suit, apparently until her death in 1609.
In the following year the matter was settled for a time
by Byrd’s buying Stondon Place in the names of John
and Thomas Petre, part of the property being charged
with a payment to Byrd of £20 for his life, with remainder
to his second son Thomas. Throughout this long suit
Byrd, though in possession of property which had been
confiscated from a recusant and actually taking part as a
member of the Chapel Royal at the coronation of James I.,
had been excommunicated since 1598, while from 1605
until 1612, and possibly later, he was regularly presented
before the archidiaconal court of Essex as a Catholic. In
1603 Easte published a work (no copies of which are
known to exist) entitled Medulla Musicke. Sucked out of
the sappe of two [o/] the most famous Musitians that ever
were in this land, namely Master Wylliam Byrd . . .
and Master Alphonso
Ferabosco . . . either of whom
having made J/Otie severall waies {without contention),
showing most rare and intricate skill in 2 partes in one
upon the playne song Miserere. In 1607 appeared two
books of Gradualia, a second edition of which was issued
in 1610. In the following year he published Psalmes,
Songs, and Sonnets : some solemne, others joy full, framed
to the life of the Words. Probably in the same year was
issued Parthenia, a collection of virginal music, in which
Byrd was associated with Bull and Orlando Gibbons.
The last work to which he contributed was Sir Thomas
Leighton’s Teares or Lamentations of a Sorrowfull Soule
(1614). His death took place on 4th July 1623. It
is recorded in the Cheque Book of the Chapel Royal as
that of a “father of musicke.” His will, dated 15th
November 1622, shows that he remained a Catholic until
the end of his life, and he expresses a desire that he may
die at Stondon and be buried near his wife. From the
same document it seems that his latter years had been
embittered by a dispute with his eldest son, but that the
matter was settled by an agreement with his daughter-inlaw Catherine, to whom he left his property at Stondon,
charged with the payment of £20 to his second son
Thomas and £10 to his daughter Rachel, with remainder
to his grandson Thomas and his second son of the same
name. In 1635 the estate again came before the Court
of Chancery, on the ground that the' annuities had not
been paid. The property seems about 1637 to have been
let to one John Leigh, and in 1651 was held by a membei
of the Petre family. The committee for compounding
with delinquents at that date allowed Thomas Byrd the
annuity of £20 bequeathed by his father. Byrd’s arms,
as entered in the Visitation of Essex of 1634 ex sigillo
were three stags’ heads cabossed, a canton ermine. His
children were (1) Christopher, who married Catherine,
daughter of Thomas Moore of Bamborough, and had a
son, Thomas, living at Stondon in 1634 ; (2) Thomas ; (3)
Elizabeth, who married successively John Jackson and —
Burdett; (4) Rachel, married (1) — Hook, by whom she
had two children, William and Catherine, married to











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:1902_Encyclopædia_Britannica_-_Volume_26_-_AUS-CHI.pdf/538&oldid=10097608"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 April 2020, at 04:02
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 April 2020, at 04:02.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








