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However, both the FBI and the CIA still have only a limited understanding of the Saudi Government's ties to terrorist elements. In the October 9, 2002 closed hearing, Director Mueller stated:




If I have one preliminary note of caution, it is that at this point there are more questions than answers, and I would caution against jumping to conclusions before we know a lot more.






A document located by the Joint Inquiry Staff confirms that the FBI's Washington Field Office is still in the early stages of focusing on these investigations. In an August 15, 2002, communication, a field office agent stated that " 
 
  In that same document, the Washington Field Office asked  
 

    acknowledged in his testimony that the   understanding of this issue is limited as well:





With regard to the specific question of have we seen the Saudi intelligence services supporting terror groups, I think the record is not clear at all on that.






Both the FBI and CIA recognize the possibility that individuals connected to the Saudi Government may be providing support to terrorists.

  testified:





So there is certainly a good, good chance that there are sympathizers or extremists, sympathizers possibly for al-Qa'ida within the security services.






  also noted that:



Abu Zubaydah said he's confident that al-Qa'ida must have contact certainly with Saudis in the United States and that al-Qa'ida and Usama Bin Ladin are particularly—they
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