
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:A Century of Dishonor.pdf/105

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page has been proofread, but needs to be validated.

THE CHEYENNES.
87


Western settlers—to protect them from the consequences of its
own bad faith with the Indians. The Governor of Colorado
called for military aid, and for authority to make a campaign
against the Indians, which was given him. But as there was no
doubt that many of the Indians were still peaceable and loyal,
and he desired to avoid every possibility of their sharing in
the punishment of the guilty, he issued a proclamation in
June, requesting all who were friendly to come to places which
he designated, where they were to be assured of safety and
protection. This proclamation was sent to all the Indians of the
plains. In consequence of it, several bands of friendly Arapahoes
and Cheyennes came to Fort Lyon, and were there
received by the officer in charge, rationed, and assured of safety.
Here there occurred, on the 29th of November, one of the foulest
massacres which the world has seen. This camp of friendly
Indians was surprised at daybreak, and men, women, and
children were butchered in cold blood. Most of those who
escaped fled to the north, and, joining other bands of the
tribe, proceeded at once to take most fearful, and, it must be
said, natural revenge. A terrible war followed. Some of them
confederated with the Sioux, and waged relentless war on all
the emigrant routes across the plains. These hostilities were
bitter in proportion to the bitterness of resentment felt by the
refugees from this massacre. “It will be long before faith in
the honor and humanity of the whites can be re-established in
the minds of these barbarians,” says an official report, “and
the last Indian who escaped from the brutal scene at Sand
Creek will probably have died before its effects will have
disappeared.”[1]
In October of the next year some of the bands, having first
had their safety assured by an old and tried friend, I. H.
Leavenworth, Indian Agent for the Upper Arkansas, gathered to-
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See Appendix, Arts. I. and XI.
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