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A VIRGIN HEART
109


"But do people make really a lot of money at it?"

"Lanfranc, who was a beggar when I ﬁrst knew him, is probably richer than you are today. Leonor will go even further, I should think, for he seems an intelligent fellow and knows a lot about his business."

"You're not speaking out of mere friendship for him?"

"Not at all. Far from it; to tell you the truth I'm not very fond of either of them."

"But they're thorough gentlemen and very good company."

"Certainly, Lanfranc especially."

"Isn't he amusing? His nephew is more severe, but I prefer it."

"So do I."

"I'm glad to see that you agree with me."

She continued after a moment's reﬂection. "He would be an excellent husband for Rose."

M. Hervart did not reply. He had grown pale and his heart had begun beating violently. His thoughts were in confusion; his head whirled.

"What do you think of the idea?" Mme Des Boys insisted.
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