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and most firmly do they continue to believe in the
efficacy of charms and amulets and to hold to inherited
superstitious ideas. It is only where the
common school and Christianity have had full sway
that these "foolish notions" disappear. And while
we have not space for a methodical study of Japanese
superstitions, we ought at least to present, even in
a desultory manner, some illustrations, culled at
random from various sources.[1]
The days of each month were named, not only in
numerical order, but also according to the animals
of the Chinese zodiac. And the latter names were
perhaps more important than the numerical ones,
because, according to these special names, a day was
judged to be either lucky or unlucky for particular
events. "Every day has its degree of luck for removal
[from one place to another], and, indeed,
according to another system, for actions of any kind;
for a day is presided over in succession by one of six
stars which may make it lucky throughout or only at
night, or in the forenoon or the afternoon, or exactly
at noon, or absolutely unlucky. There are also
special days on which marriages should take place,
prayers are granted by the gods, stores should be
opened, and signboards put up." Dr. Griffis informs
us in "The Mikado's Empire," that "many
people of the lower classes would not wash their
heads or hair on 'the day of the horse,' lest their


	↑ See "Japanese Calendars," Transactions Asiatic Society of Japan, vol. xxx. part. i.
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