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CHAPTER VI

JAPANESE TRAITS 




Outline of Topics: First impressions: minuteness; politeness and courtesy; etiquette; simplicity; vivacity; equanimity; union of Stoicism and Epicureanism; generosity; unpracticality; procrastination; humility and conceit; lack of originality; fickleness; æstheticism; loyalty; filial piety; sentimental temperament; susceptibility to impulse; land and people.—Bibliography.

FIRST impressions are, of course, often deceitful,
as they are likely to be formed from
merely superficial views; but they are quite
certain to emphasize the peculiar characteristics of
a person or a people. The points of difference are
very evident at first, but gradually become less observable
or prominent, and in time may scarcely be
noticed. It is, of course, undeniable that first impressions
must be more or less modified, but it is
also true that some remain practically unchanged, or
are verified and strengthened by long experience.

In the case of the Japanese, for instance, a first and lasting impression is that of minuteness. This characteristic of "things Japanese" pertains less to quality than to quantity, is not a mental or a moral, so much as a physical or dimensional, feature. The empire, though called Dai Nippon (Great Japan)
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