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with its responsibilities, surely demands a measure
of self-confidence.

The Japanese are commonly criticised as being
imitative rather than initiative or inventive; and
it must be acknowledged that a study of their history
bears out this criticism. The old civilization was
very largely borrowed from the Chinese, perhaps
through the Koreans; and in modern times we
have witnessed a similar adoption and imitation of
Occidental civilization. But it must also be borne
in mind that in few cases was there servile imitation;
for, in almost every instance, there was an adaptation
to the peculiar needs of Japan. And yet even
this assimilation might show that the Japanese have
"great talent, but little genius" (Munzinger), or
"little creative power" (Rein). However, there
have been indications of late years that the Japanese
mind is developing inventive power. Originality is
making itself known in many really remarkable inventions,
especially along mechanical lines. Rifles,
repeating pistols, smokeless gunpowder, guncotton,
and bicycle boats are a few illustrations of Japanese
inventions. Moreover, many of the Japanese inventors
have secured letters patent in England, Germany,
France, Austria, and the United States. In
scientific discoveries, too, the Japanese are coming
forward.

The Japanese have also been frequently accused of fickleness, and during the past fifty years have certainly furnished numerous reasons for such a charge.
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