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are practically concordant, and supply the data upon
which the Japanese have constructed their "history."
It is thus evident that the accounts of the period
before Christ must be largely mythological, and the
records of the first four centuries of the Christian
era must be a thorough mixture of fact and fiction,
which it is difficult carefully to separate.

According to Japanese chronology, the Empire of
Japan was founded by Jimmu Tennō in 660 B. C.
This was when Assyria, under Sardanapalus, was at
the height of its power; not long after the ten tribes
of Israel had been carried into captivity, and soon
after the reign of the good Hezekiah in Judah; before
Media had risen into prominence; a century later
than Lycurgus, and a few decades before Draco; and
during the period of the Roman kingdom. But
according to a foreign scholar who has sifted the
material at hand, the first absolutely authentic date
in Japanese history is 461 A. D.,[1]—just the time
when the Saxons were settling in England. If,
therefore, the Japanese are given the benefit of more
than a century, there yet remains a millennium which
falls under the sacrificial knife of the historical critic.
But while we cannot accept unchallenged the details
of about a thousand years, and cannot withhold surprise
that even the Constitution of New Japan
maintains the "exploded religious fiction" of the
foundation of the empire, we must acknowledge that
the Imperial family of Japan has formed the oldest


	↑ See Transactions Asiatic Society of Japan, vol. xvi. pp. 39-75.
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