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organization of the Japan Mail Steamship Company,
which has been instrumental in expanding Japanese
trade and commerce; in society the reorganization
of the nobility; and in legal matters the promulgation
of new codes. Several political events are noted
in the chronology; but they were mostly preparatory
to the next period. The promise to establish prefectural
assemblies was fulfilled, and these became preparatory
schools in political science; and another
promise, that of a constitution, was made. The Cabinet
was reconstructed, and political parties were
organized. The Radicals, however, became dissatisfied
with the slowness of political progress, and made
such an agitation that, in 1887, many were expelled
from Tōkyō by the so-called "Peace Preservation
Act," and those who refused to obey were imprisoned.
But finally, in 1889, as the climax of
the internal development and political preparations,
came the establishment of local self-government and
the promulgation of the Constitution, which ushered
in the next period.



VI. Period of Constitutional Government (1889-1900).

CHRONOLOGY. 





1889. Anti-foreign reaction.

1890. First National Election. First Imperial Diet.

          Promulgation of Civil and Commercial Codes.

1891. Attack on the Czarowitz, now Emperor of Russia.

          Gifu earthquake.

1892. Dispute between the two Houses of Diet.

1893. Dispute between the Diet and the Government.
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