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CONSTITUTIONAL IMPERIALISM
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of Shūgi-in (House of Commons). It consisted of
samurai (knights) from each clan; and as they were
appointed by each daimyō (prince), the body was
a purely feudal, and not at all a popular, assembly.
In 1871 feudalism was abolished, and later a senate
was established; but that was an advisory body, consisting
of officials appointed by the Emperor and
without legislative power. In 1875 the Emperor
convoked a council of the officers of the provincial
governments with a purpose stated as follows: "We
also call a council of the officials of our provinces, so
that the feelings of the people may be made known
and the public welfare attained. By these means we
shall gradually confer upon the nation a constitutional
form of government. The provincial officials
are summoned as the representatives of the people
in the various provinces, that they may express their
opinion on behalf of the people."


But a body so constituted and rather conservative could not satisfy the demands of the new age. Itagaki (now Count) insisted that the government should "guarantee the establishment of a popular assembly," and organized societies, or associations, for popular agitation of the subject. Petitions and memorials poured in upon the government, within whose circles Ōkuma (now Count), Minister of Finance, was most active in the same direction. In the mean time (1878) provincial assemblies, the members of which were chosen by popular election, had been established as a preparatory measure.
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