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A HANDBOOK OF MODERN JAPAN



Emperor, "when the Imperial Diet is not sitting,"
may issue "Imperial Ordinances in place of law."
But these ordinances must be approved by the Imperial
Diet at its next session, or become "invalid
for the future." To the Emperor is reserved the
function of issuing ordinances necessary for carrying
out the laws passed by the Diet or for the
maintenance of public peace and order; but "no
Ordinance shall in any way alter any of the existing
laws." The Emperor also determines the organization
of the various branches of the government,
appoints and dismisses all officials, and fixes their
salaries. Moreover, he has "the supreme command
of the army and navy," whose organization and
peace standing he determines; "declares war, makes
peace, and concludes treaties"; "confers titles of nobility,
rank, orders, and other marks of honor"; and
"orders amnesty, pardon, commutation of punishments
and rehabilitation."

Now it must be quite evident to the most casual
reader that, in carrying out this Constitution, patterned
after that of Germany, much depends upon
the Emperor and his personality. One, like Kōmei
(the father of the recent Emperor), bigoted and intent
upon resisting any infringement, to the slightest
degree, upon his "divine rights," could create a great
deal of friction in the administration of affairs. But,
fortunately for Japan and the world, Mutsuhito was
not at all inclined to be narrow-minded, selfish,
and despotic, but was graciously pleased to be the
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