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CONSTITUTIONAL IMPERIALISM
127


elected by ballot in accordance with the Election
Law, by which they now number 379. Their term
of office is four years, unless they lose their seats
by dissolution of the Diet, as has often happened.
"Those [persons] alone shall be eligible [as candidates],
that are male Japanese subjects, of not less
than full thirty years of age, and that in the Fu or
Ken in which they desire to be elected, have been
paying direct national taxes to an amount of not less
than 15 yen, for a period of not less than one year
previous to the date of making out the electoral list,
and that are still paying that amount of direct
national taxes."[1] Certain officials, as well as military
and naval officers, are ineligible. A voter must
be full twenty-five years of age; must have actually
resided in that Fu or Ken for one year; and must
have been paying direct national taxes of not less
than 10 yen. The limits of an electoral district include
a whole Fu or Ken, except that an incorporated
city (Shi) forms one or more districts by itself. And
the number of the latter kind of districts has been
increased lately, so that urban populations might
have a more adequate representation. The plan of
unsigned uni-nominal ballots is employed. The
present number of eligible voters is a little over one
million.

The first election under the Constitution took place (whether designedly or accidentally, I know not), by a curious coincidence, on July 4, 1890; and


	↑ The property qualification has since been abolished.
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