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A HANDBOOK OF MODERN JAPAN



gant to expect that Japan's new constitutional garments
should fit her perfectly from the first. They
are too large for her. She has to grow into them,
and of course the process is destined to be more
or less awkward." We must agree with Prince
Itō, the author of the Constitution, not only that
there has been the experimental period, but also that
"excellent results have thus far been obtained, when
it is remembered how sudden has been the transition
from feudalism to representative institutions." We
ought, indeed, to bear in mind, that, when the Constitution
was promulgated, Japan was only eighteen
years out of feudalism and twenty-one years out of
military despotism; so that, by both the Oriental and
the Occidental reckoning, New Japan had only just
come "of age" politically. She seems, therefore,
deserving of the greatest credit for the progress of
the first decade of constitutionalism.
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