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LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT
141


tions of a city council include the preparation of
business for the city assembly and the execution
of the decisions of the assembly; the administration
of the city revenue, and the carrying out of the
budget voted by the assembly; and general superintendence
of city affairs.

In towns or villages these duties devolve upon
the mayors and deputies, who are elected by the town
or village assembly from among the local citizens.

The city assembly, already mentioned, is a popular
representative body. The number of members varies,
in proportion to the population, from thirty to sixty;
and the membership is divided into three classes,
elected by three classes of voters, according to the
amount of taxes paid by the electors to the city.
The object of this division, copied from the Prussian
system of local government, seems to be to give
the highest tax-payers a power and a representation
greater than what they might secure by mere proportion
of numbers.[1]
The assemblymen hold office for six years, are
eligible for re-election, and, like the councilmen,
draw no salary, but receive "compensation for the
actual expenses needed for the discharge of their
duties." The assemblymen go out in rotation every
two years.

The principal matters to be decided by the city assembly, besides the election of certain city officials by secret ballot, are as follows: the making and


	↑ See note at bottom of page 139.
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