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LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT
143


by the central government. In Hokkaidō, moreover,
a small measure of local administration has been
granted, and this will be enlarged as rapidly as
possible. But Japanese rule in Formosa is worthy
of special consideration, because it is illustrative of
what Japan can do in bringing enemies under her
jurisdiction into harmony with her government.
Japanese colonial government in Formosa may be
called a success.

When Formosa[1] was ceded by China to Japan in
1895, it was well understood that the Japanese had
no easy task in pacifying the Chinese, civilizing the
savages, and thus bringing the beautiful isle, with
its great resources, under cultivation and proper restraint.
But, by a wise combination of military force
and civil government, Japan has achieved a remarkable
success.

At first, for a brief period, Formosan affairs were
under a separate department of State, that of Colonization;
but when administrative economy and reform
were demanded, this department was abolished,
and the Governor-General of Formosa, appointed by
the Emperor upon recommendation of the Cabinet,
was made directly responsible to the Cabinet. At
first, of course, mistakes were made, and a great deal
of incapacity and corruption manifested themselves
in official circles. But, by a gradual weeding out
of the incompetent and the dishonest, the civil service
has been greatly improved. Especially in deal-


	↑ "The Island of Formosa" (Davidson) is invaluable.
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