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A HANDBOOK OF MODERN JAPAN



ing with opium smoking and foot-binding among
the Chinese has the Japanese government shown
remarkable tact. And it has also encouraged local
administration among the natives to the extent of
employing them in subordinate positions where they
can be trained for future usefulness.

The general policy of Japan in Formosa has been
stated succinctly by Count Kabayama: "Subjugate
it from one side by force of arms, and then confer
on the subjugated portion the benefits of civil government."
It is the expressed determination to
make Formosa, "body, soul, and spirit," a part of
their empire; and reliable testimony shows that they
are making a success of their labors.[1]
We have now noticed the chief features of local
self-government as applied in Japan to prefectures,
counties, cities, towns, and villages. Although there
are many enactments against which the democratic
ideas of Americans would revolt, the system is certainly
well adapted to the present needs and capabilities
of Japan. It is an interesting fact that Japan's
political institutions have been developed, since the
Restoration of 1868, from the top downward. In
Japan the people are conservative, and the government
is progressive; and the people are simply
under the necessity of growing up to political privileges
that are gradually bestowed upon them. And
we may feel assured that, as the people show themselves
capable of exercising power, their privileges


	↑ See Appendix.
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