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mobilized, in order, "in time of war or of emergency."
And, by a special arrangement, the actual service in
barracks may be only 2 years.

A very thorough method of drafting carries into
effect these provisions, and would make more than
200,000 young men annually liable to service. But,
as this is a much larger number than the government
could possibly care for, or would need in times of
peace, there is a "sweeping system of exemptions"
that brings the number of conscripts down within
practical limits. This system takes into account
physical conditions, educational courses, individual
and family necessities, official duties, business requirements,
etc. Even then the number of those
available who pass the examination is too large, so
that it is reduced by lot. Those who are finally enrolled
are divided up among the various lines of
service according to physique, former occupation and
attainments. "Conscripts for active naval service
shall be selected from youths belonging to the sea-coast
or insular districts." The term of active service
is computed from December 1 of each year; so that
the days just preceding or following that day are
busy ones for those who are either giving new conscripts
a fine send-off or welcoming home those whose
terms have expired.

Japan is divided, for military purposes, into eighteen
districts, each of which is occupied by a division.
The headquarters of these districts are located at
Tōkyō, Sendai, Nagoya, Ōsaka, Hiroshima, Kumamo-
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