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to, Asahigawa, etc., etc. There is also the Imperial
Guard, with headquarters, of course, at Tōkyō: they
are to be distinguished from other soldiers by having
a red instead of a yellow band around the cap, and
are "a picked corps," who present a very fine appearance.
The war-footing of the Japanese army exceeds
500,000 men, and its peace-footing is almost 200,000:
these figures take account only of combatants. The
discipline, courage, and endurance of the Japanese
army have been clearly exhibited side by side with
the troops of Occidental nations in China, and have
suffered naught by comparison. The army has been
called "the most formidable mobile land force in the
Far East, indeed in the whole of Asia," and "the
best army in the world, for its size." And the remarkable
manner in which the various parts of the
service coöperate and smoothly carry out the general
plans has won the admiration of capable critics.[1]
The guns for the artillery service used to be purchased
abroad, but are now chiefly manufactured in
Ōsaka. There is an excellent arsenal in the Koishikawa
District of Tōkyō; it is on part of the site of the
magnificent yashiki (mansion) of the Prince of Mito,
whose beautiful garden still remains a delight to all
visitors. This arsenal is where the once famous
Murata rifle was formerly manufactured; but that
has been superseded by the "30th Year" (of Meiji)
rifle; and both of these are Japanese inventions.


	↑ For statistics and other information concerning the army and
the navy, see Appendix.
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