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A HANDBOOK OF MODERN JAPAN



dockyards and arsenals in convenient locations, and
the abundant supply of excellent coal in easy reach.

The third point concerns what Diosy calls the
"Blue-jacket Spirit," a "scarcely definable something"
that is hard to describe in words, but that shines forth
in every word and deed of the officer, the sailor,
the marine,—the esprit de corps of the personnel of
the Japanese navy. This spirit he finds only in the
British, Japanese, and United States navies.

And we cannot refrain from quoting the same
writer's paragraph of summary as follows:—

"Japan possesses all the elements of Sea-Power: swift, powerful ships, adapted to the work they are intended for, numerous good harbors, excellent coal in abundance, capital facilities for the repair of her vessels, and the necessary plant, constantly augmented and improved, for building new ones. Her naval organization is wise and efficient, her administrative services are thorough and honest; her naval officers are gallant, dashing, and scientifically trained, and the armament they control is of the latest and best pattern. Strong in ships, strong in guns, Japan is stronger still in the factor without which ships and guns are useless—'the Man behind the Gun.'"[1]

Ten years ago it was improper to speak of Japan
as a world power; it was then fitting to treat of her,
as Norman did in one chapter of his "Real Japan,"
under the caption of "Japan as an Eastern Power."
But, as already pointed out, it was her overwhelming


	↑ "Any foreign power that should venture to attack Japan in her own waters, would be strangely advised."—Chamberlain.
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