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JAPAN AS A WORLD POWER
155


alliance is the fact that herein Great Britain has
abandoned, has broken to pieces, her traditional policy
of "splendid isolation." For many decades she
has not been in the habit of contracting alliances
with other powers in carrying out plans to advance
her own interests. The fact, therefore, that in this
case she has seen fit to depart from her usual policy
is a positive indication that the situation in the Far
East was one of imminent peril and demanded unusual
precaution. It is a proof that Russian aggressions
were no mere phantoms, but were terribly real
and threatening.

And the fact that, when Great Britain broke her
policy of grand isolation, it was to enter into alliance
with an Oriental rather than an Occidental power,
is also one of great significance. It proves more
effectively than folios of verbal argument, and speaks
out more loudly than a thousand tongues could tell,
the present satisfactory status of Japan. The insignificant,
"half-civilized" country of a few years
ago is now "on the same lotus-blossom" with Great
Britain. That little island-empire of the Orient is
now but fifty years out of her own practically complete
isolation from the rest of the world; she is
only thirty years out of feudalism; she has been
only a little more than a decade in constitutionalism
and parliamentary government, and she has been only
a few years in the comity of nations by virtue of
treaties on terms of equality; nevertheless, she has
become the political partner of that immense island-
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