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A HANDBOOK OF MODERN JAPAN



and minor. The three kinds are: (1) against the
State or the Imperial Family, and in violation of the
public credit, policy, peace, health, etc.; (2) against
person and property; and (3) police offences. Major
crimes are punishable by (1) death by hanging; (2)
deportation with or without hard labor, for life or for
a term of years; and (3) imprisonment on similar
terms. Minor crimes are punishable by fines and
confinement with or without hard labor. What are
called police offences are punishable by small fines
running from 5 sen to 2 yen, and by detention for from
1 to 10 days without hard labor. In cases of capital
punishment no public visitors, only the necessary
officials, are allowed to be present. Deportation is
usually made to the northern island of Yezo, to work
generally in the mines.

Convicts are easily recognizable by their "crushed
strawberry" uniforms, and are often seen in public;
for convict labor, in the case both of individuals
and of gangs, is utilized by the authorities. In
fact, all prisoners, according to their abilities, are
required to labor nine hours each day in some
kind of employment, either inside or outside of the
prison.

The Japanese policeman is one of the most interesting
"characters" of his nation. He is the successor
of the samurai, who, in the old régime, took
upon themselves the duty of enforcing justice. He
possesses all the pomp and dignity of his knightly
predecessor; and he, too, carries a sword. All the
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