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as a child throws away a toy. She must tamely
submit to having concubines brought, perhaps, right
into the house at the will of her lord; or she herself
might, under slight and flimsy pretexts, be divorced
and sent back to her parents. The following "seven
reasons for divorce" were laid down by a celebrated
Japanese moralist: disobedience to father-in-law or
mother-in-law; barrenness; lewdness; jealousy; leprosy
or any like foul disease; garrulousness and
prattling; stealing.

It is, therefore, a misnomer to speak of "Japanese
homes" of the old régime, in the sense in which
we use that little word "home" with all its depth
and wealth of meaning and its associated thoughts of
"love" and "sympathy." Indeed, the word "home"
cannot be perfectly translated into the Japanese language,
and is generally transferred bodily with the
pronunciation homu. And one of the far-reaching
results of Christian mission work in Japan has been
the introduction of the idea and the ideal of the
Christian home.

It should, however, be constantly kept in mind
that in the most ancient times women were highly
esteemed, and even "used to play an important part
on the political stage." In Shintō the central object
of adoration is the sun, which is worshipped as a
goddess. There have been seated on the imperial
throne of Japan eight empresses, one of whom is
famous for her martial valor and military exploits.
It was when Buddhism became powerful that Hin-
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