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A HANDBOOK OF MODERN JAPAN



Mr. Gubbins makes the following explanation of
shoshi:—

"This term illustrates the transitionary phase through which Japanese law is passing. Japanese dictionaries define shoshi as the child of a concubine, and this, so long as concubinage was sanctioned by law, and the question of legitimacy never arose, was the accepted meaning of the term. The law of Japan, which, in the course of its development on western lines, has come to accept the principle of legitimacy, and to admit of the legitimization of children by the subsequent marriage of their parents, now recognizes an intermediate stage between legitimacy and illegitimacy."

Such is the general outline of the legal status of
woman according to the new Civil Code. It will
undoubtedly be most interesting to watch the gradual
evolution of a new woman in Japan as the outcome
of this legislation. It remains to be seen how far
the social status of woman will be improved. It is
not at all likely that her actual position will be immediately
advanced in any great degree. It is probable
that custom will continue, for a while at least,
to wield a mightier influence than the Code; and
that, as Mr. Gubbins remarks, "the present transitional
condition of Japanese society may favor a rule
being honored more in the breach than in the observance."
But it will probably not be long before
here and there certain women will claim the rights
accorded by law[1] and will find a corresponding im-


	↑ "A Japanese judge has ruled in a certain case that the wife is
not obliged 'to obey the unreasonable demands of her husband.'
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