
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:A handbook of modern Japan (IA handbookofmodern01clem).pdf/247

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page has been proofread, but needs to be validated.

THE NEW WOMAN IN JAPAN
187




under which style the Hiroöka family conducted its business,
would certainly have shared the same melancholy
fate that overtook so many of its compeers had it not been
for the resolute character and business capacity of Mrs.
Asa, who assumed the sole direction of affairs, introducing
sweeping changes in the organization of the firm, and in
a remarkably short space of time succeeded in starting it
on a career of fresh and increasing prosperity.

"About twenty years ago Moji, the present flourishing
centre of the coal business, had scarcely come into existence;
in other words, few people had yet commenced to
turn their attention to the development of coal-mining.
In this venture she encountered innumerable difficulties.
In the first place, she had to overcome the determined
opposition of the other members of the family. Their
position was, in fact, so strong and persistent that she
had to engage in the undertaking entirely on her own
account and responsibility. She had thus to start afresh
with little capital, except her own personal credit, and
many were the hardships and disadvantages against
which she had to struggle. But there is always a way
where there is a will, and our fair but indomitable miner
was ultimately rewarded with signal success, and succeeded
in adding largely to the capital of the firm and
in establishing her reputation as a resourceful organizer
and a unique business woman.

"All the collieries in her possession have one after
another been disposed of at profitable prices, and just at
present she is devoting her whole attention to the expansion
of the banking business of the firm. An eminently
successful financier and business organizer, she is by no
means indifferent to interests of a higher sort. Herself
well educated, she takes a keen interest in educational
matters, especially those relating to her own sex,
being one of the principal supporters of Mr. Naruse's
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