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and is the mother of three healthy sons. The young
rulers live a happy and congenial life.

In conclusion, we make one more quotation, from
Miss Bacon's "Japanese Girls and Women," as
follows:—

"The woman question in Japan is at the present
moment a matter of much consideration. There seems
to be an uneasy feeling in the minds of even the more
conservative men that some change in the status of
women is inevitable, if the nation wishes to keep the
pace it has set for itself. The Japanese women of the
past and of the present are exactly suited to the position
accorded them in society, and any attempt to alter
them without changing their status only results in
making square pegs for round holes. If the pegs hereafter
are to be cut square, the holes must be enlarged
and squared to fit them. The Japanese woman stands
in no need of alteration unless her place in life is
somehow enlarged, nor, on the other hand, can she fill
a larger place without additional training. The men
of new Japan, to whom the opinions and customs of
the western world are becoming daily more familiar,
while they shrink aghast, in many cases, at the thought
that their women may ever become like the forward,
self-assertive, half-masculine women of the West, show
a growing tendency to dissatisfaction with the smallness
and narrowness of the lives of their wives and
daughters—a growing belief that better-educated women
would make better homes, and that the ideal home of
Europe and America is the product of a more advanced
civilization than that of Japan. Reluctantly in many
cases, but still almost universally, it is admitted that
in the interest of the homes, and for the sake of future
generations, something must be done to carry the women
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