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A HANDBOOK OF MODERN JAPAN



forward into a position more in harmony with what the nation is reaching for in other directions. This desire shows itself in individual efforts to improve by more advanced education daughters of exceptional promise, and in general efforts for the improvement of the condition of women."

Miss Bacon, in her book, traces very clearly the
progress that has been made in the condition of
woman, and shows how "better laws, broader education
for the women, [and] a change in public
opinion" are still necessary. And she affirms that
"we can feel pretty sure that, when the people have
become used to these [recent] changes [of the new
Civil Code], other and more binding laws will be
enacted, for the drift of enlightened public opinion
seems to be in favor of securing better and more
firmly established homes."

The following is also worthy of quotation: "It is
not possible to understand the actual progress made
in Japan in improving the condition of women, without
some consideration of the effect that Christian
thought and Christian lives have had on the thought
and lives of the modern Japanese."
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