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A HANDBOOK OF MODERN JAPAN



It is rather a difficult task to select from the vernacular
newspapers the few most worthy of mention;
but two from Ōsaka and six from Tōkyō will suffice.
The "Ōsaka Asahi Shimbun" is said to have the
largest circulation in the whole country; and the
"Ōsaka Mainichi Shimbun" is well known. In Tōkyō
the most prominent journals are the "Jiji Shimpō,"
the "Nichi Nichi Shimbun," the "Kokumin Shimbun,"
the "Mainichi Shimbun," and the "Hōchi
Shimbun." Another Tokyo paper of very large
circulation is the "Yorozu Chōhō." Almost all
the newspapers of Japan are morning papers; but,
as they generally go to press early in the evening
of the preceding day, the "news" is not the latest.
But very important events will always be published
in "extras" at any hour.[1]
There are also magazines galore of every kind.
Some of them prove rather short-lived; but most of
them find a constituency, as each one seems to have
its own field. Probably the largest and most successful
magazine is named "Taiyō" (Sun), which
issues monthly about 250 pages of Japanese matter,
with 24 pages of English matter, and is finely illustrated.
Its leading articles by well-known writers
cover a great variety of topics. The "Kokumin-no-Tomo"
(Nation's Friend) is another excellent
magazine, famous for the admirable style of its
contributions. The "Rikugō Zasshi" (Cosmos) is
philosophical and religious. There are a great


	↑ See also Norman's "Real Japan," chap. ii.
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