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A HANDBOOK OF MODERN JAPAN



If we classify Japanese schools according to management,
there are three kinds: those respectively
under the central government, local authorities, and
private auspices. Those of the first class are under
the supervision of the Department of Education, are
mainly special schools and higher institutions of learning,
and are supported by appropriations voted by the
Imperial Diet in the annual budget. Those of the
second class are mainly elementary, middle and normal
schools, are under the supervision of the local
authorities, and are supported by local taxes, sometimes
supplemented by national aid. Those of the
third class are supported chiefly by tuition fees, but
may also be assisted by individual beneficence.[1]
The school age for children is from six to fourteen,
and covers the period of the elementary school; while
the period of compulsory attendance is from six to
ten years of age. During the latter period education
is free; and in any case tuition fees are arranged to
suit the financial ability of the payer. Corporal
punishment is not allowed in any school.

The inspiring motive of education in Japan is
found in an Imperial Rescript that the late Emperor
issued in October, 1890. A copy of this is kept,
often hanging framed, in every school, and on
special occasions it is read aloud, while all the
scholars reverently listen with bowed heads. It
reads as follows:[2]—


	↑ For a statistical table of schools in the empire, see Appendix.

	↑ Official translation, revised.
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