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A HANDBOOK OF MODERN JAPAN



are the only ones that carry out to full fruition
the real spirit, as expressed in Froebel's own words:
"My system is based upon religion and leads up to
religion." The Christian kindergartens are quite
popular and successful.

The Japanese elementary school, like the American
grammar school, covers a period of eight years,
which is, however, divided into two parts of four
years each. The lower portion is called the "common
elementary school," and the upper portion is the
"higher elementary school." In many a small village
only the former is maintained, and the latter is
often carried on by the co-operation of several villages;
but in large places both exist, either separately
or conjointly. Under certain circumstances a supplementary
course may be established in elementary
schools (Shō Gakkō). English may be begun in the
higher elementary school, and it is required in every
middle school.

Each prefecture must maintain at least one middle
school (Chū Gakkō), and three prefectures have as
many as seven each. This institution corresponds
practically to an American high school; but its
course of study covers five years, besides the opportunity
of a supplementary year. Candidates for
admission must be over twelve years of age, and
possess attainments equal to those who have completed
the second year of the higher elementary
school. Thus two years of these schools lap over
each other. The number of middle schools, in spite
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