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ÆSTHETIC JAPAN
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(Nature the mistress of art). Unfortunately, what
has been said in this chapter applies more to Old
Japan than to the Japan of to-day. Modern Japan,
whether rightly or wrongly, is becoming tired of being
praised for æsthetic excellence, and is more anxious
to be appraised and appreciated for its material, social,
commercial, and political "progress." To the cultivated
Japanese, who regard art as the highest outcome
and flowering of civilization, this tendency is
not encouraging. And as to the future of Japanese
art, its perpetuation must come from excluding rather
than attempting to amalgamate Western ideas. In
the impressive words of Okakura, the outcome will
be "victory from within, or a mighty death without."
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