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CONFUCIANISM, BUSHIDŌ, BUDDHISM
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of this relation, moreover, was quite wide; it included
not only the relation between the sovereign
and his subjects, but also that between a lord and
his retainers, and even that between any master and
servants. The virtue of the third relation was known
as "distinction," which practically meant that each
should know and keep his or her own place; that
of the fourth relation was "order," which insisted
upon the primacy of seniority in age; and between
friends the typical virtue was "faith," or "trust,"
or "confidence."

The word Bushidō means, literally, "The Warrior's
Way," which was the code of ethics that prevailed
in Feudal Japan, and whose influence is still felt,
although waning, in Modern Japan. It was the
moral code of Japanese chivalry, of the knight and
of the gentleman. It has not inaptly been styled
"Japonicized Confucianism," for it was chiefly Confucian
in its constitution. But it gathered elements
from Shintō and Buddhism: from the latter it received
fatalism (Stoicism); and from the former it
received loyalty and patriotism, which meant practically
the same thing. It ignored personal chastity
(except in women); it encouraged suicide and revenge;
but it emphasized justice, courage, benevolence,
politeness, veracity, honor, and self-control.
One of its most powerful principles was giri (right
reason), which is difficult to translate or define,
but comes pretty close to what we call "duty" or
"the right." This still maintains a potent influence
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