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spread rapidly. It is now divided in Japan into
eight sects, with various sub-sects, which bring the
grand total up to about thirty-five. These sects
vary, some in doctrines and others in rituals, and
are even quite hostile to each other. The Shin sect
deserves, perhaps, a special mention; because it opposes
celibacy and asceticism, does not restrict the
diet, worships only one Buddha, and preaches salvation
by faith. It is often called "the Protestantism
of Buddhism." Buddhist temples are usually magnificent
structures, and the ritual is elaborate; but,
in spite of the assistance of Colonel Olcott, Sir
Edwin Arnold, and others, it is fast losing ground.
It has degenerated and become idolatry and superstition.
It keeps hold of the ignorant masses, and
even of intelligent persons, chiefly because it has
control of funeral rites and cemeteries. It has been
said that a Japanese is a Shintōist in life and a
Buddhist at death; and it is also true that he may
be during life, at one and the same time, a devotee
of both. Buddhism may suffice for a people who
are crushed under an Oriental despotism; but Christianity
alone is the religion of liberty and progress.
Buddha may be "the light of Asia," but Jesus
Christ is "the light of the world."

Nanjō, the historian of Japanese Buddhism, has
written a "History of the Twelve Japanese Buddhist
Sects"; but as some of these are now defunct, it is
sufficient to notice here only eight principal sects, as
follows: Tendai, Shingon, Zen, Jōdo, Shin, Nichi-











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:A_handbook_of_modern_Japan_(IA_handbookofmodern01clem).pdf/327&oldid=11517962"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 July 2021, at 19:32
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 July 2021, at 19:32.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








