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A HANDBOOK OF MODERN JAPAN



and æsthetic; the age of 1901, democratic and commercial.
In 1801, the swords; in 1901, the soroban
(abacus): in 1801, the castle; in 1901, the counting-house:
in 1801, bushi (knights); in 1901 budgets.

In 1801 the Japanese wore nothing but their own
national costume, with strictly prescribed uniforms
for every occasion. In hot weather a scarcity or
utter lack of clothing was the prevailing style. In
1901 the latter style, though no longer conventional,
prevailed under certain limitations,—when and where
the police were not strict constructionists of the law!
And in 1901 there was a great variety of styles, ranging
from pure native to pure foreign, with all kinds
of fits and misfits and ludicrous combinations.

Japanese houses of 1801 and 1901 show some
differences. The native style has been more or less
modified by foreign architecture. Glass, of course, is
largely taking the place of paper for doors and windows;
carpeted floors are often preferred to matted
floors; stoves, chairs, tables, lamps, and bedsteads
are coming more and more into use; and brick and
stone are more largely employed in the construction
of residences, offices, and stores.


The diet of the Japanese has also changed considerably within 100 years. Whereas in 1801 they were practically vegetarians, in 1901 they had learned to eat and drink anything and everything. Foreign cooking had become very popular and also cheap; in many Japanese families foreign food was eaten at least once a day.
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