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A HANDBOOK OF MODERN JAPAN



with this people, their capabilities, and possibilities,
the above forecast of Japan's future seems to photograph,
with some exaggerations, the natural and not
altogether improper self-confidence and reliance of an
able, growing, and independent nation, which has
shown an inexplicable power of assimilating the
various and diverse elements of civilization. Even
a foreigner has so much confidence in the grand
future of Japan that he expressed himself in the
"Atlantic Monthly" (June, 1892) in the following
strong language:—

"In bringing to pass the fusion of eastern and western types, which 
. . . shall create in both hemispheres a far more rounded civilization than either has ever known, Japan has the inestimable privilege of becoming our most alert pioneer. Through her temperament, her individuality, her deeper insight into the secrets of the East, her ready divining of the powers of the West, 

. . . it may be decreed in the secret council chambers of destiny that on her shores shall be first created that new
latter-day type of civilized man which shall prevail throughout the world for the next thousand years."

But while we may not, perhaps, be fully warranted
in such sanguine expectations, we cannot help being
impressed with the fact that the prospects of Japan
are unusually bright. She slept for 250 years while
the Occident was moving rapidly onward in the path
of civilization, and she must now hasten to catch up.
But she can avoid the pitfalls into which the others,
now and then, here and there, have fallen, and by
which they have been delayed. She can profit by
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