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the mistakes, by the costly experiences, of those
who preceded her along the rough road. She must
move quickly to make up for lost time, but not too
rapidly; she must "make haste slowly." She can
never go back, except to ruin and death. She has
stepped into the path of progress forever. She must
discard all things, whether manners, customs, letters,
political forms, superstitions, moulds of thought, or
anything else which tends to retard her onward movements.
But it is sincerely to be hoped that even the
demands of modern progress will allow her to retain
much of that grace and charm, of that quaint simplicity,
of that light-hearted and merry nature, all of
which characterize the Japanese.

We believe in Japan. We are confident that she
has powers, both patent and latent, which will enable
her to achieve still greater successes than she has
yet accomplished. We have had our "blue spells,"
when, for this or that reason, we felt discouraged
over the apparent failure of some movement for reform;
but in most instances we have eventually
seen success crown the effort. With reference to
political affairs F. V. Dickins has well expressed it:
"There is a silent strength underlying the sound
and fury of Japanese politics which will enable the
country to weather much worse storms than any that
threaten it."[1] Therefore we reiterate that we have
confidence in the future of Japan and the Japanese.
We repeat that their achievements up to date are a


	↑ "Life of Sir Harry Parkes."
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