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THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR
313


night began a series of attempts on the part of the
Japanese squadron to block the mouth of the harbor of
Port Arthur. After several essays, in one of which
Commander Hirose met his heroic end, the Japanese so
far succeeded that the Russian war vessels were shut up
in the harbor for a long period. This enabled Japan to
land troops with perfect immunity at several points on
the coast of Manchuria.

In the meantime, the First Army, under General Kuroki,
was marching across Korea without encountering
much opposition, and, by brilliant strategy, succeeded in
crossing the Yalu River in the face of a well-fortified
Russian army. The Second Army, under General Oku,
landed at Kinchow, and after bloody contests, especially
at Nanshan, was able to get possession of Dalny, and
sever connections between the Russians in Port Arthur
and their main force under General Kuropatkin. The
Third Army, under General Nodzu, having landed at
Takushan, soon got into touch with the First Army; and
together they continued their march northward in the
face of constant opposition.

When Port Arthur was isolated from the rest of the
Russian forces, still another army was sent out, under
General Nogi, to carry on the investment of that place,
so that the former armies might be free to give undivided
attention to General Kuropatkin's force. The attempt of
the latter to relieve Port Arthur was checked by the
Japanese in bloody battles at Telissu and Kaiping, after
which they advanced northward toward Liaoyang.

In the meantime, in March, the Imperial Diet had met
and voted unanimously the Government's proposals to
raise from various sources a special war fund of yen
576,000,000. Indeed, in every possible way, the Japanese
people, as a unit, supported the Government in the carrying
on of war, even to undergoing many hardships. All
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