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they made a sortie with the intention of escaping to
Vladivostok. But Admiral Togo was not to be caught
napping, and engaged in battle with the squadron. A few
vessels, badly damaged, regained Port Arthur; others,
some of which were severely injured, escaped to neutral
ports, where they had to be dismantled; the "Novik"
eluded its pursuers for a short time, but was finally overtaken
and sunk in Korsakoff Harbor, Sakhalin.

On August 23 began the great battle of Liaoyang,
which continued for over a week, and deserves to go
down on the pages of history as one of the severest,
bloodiest, and probably most decisive battles ever fought.
It was only by the most tremendous exertions that
General Kuropatkin was enabled to save his army from
having its retreat cut off by the flanking movement of
Kuroki, while Oku and Nodzu were pounding away from
other directions.

The attempt of Kuropatkin to retrieve his fortunes by
advancing with heavy reënforcements to retake Liaoyang
met with another disastrous defeat in the battle of
the Shaho River, October 10-15. After that, the two
armies practically went into Winter quarters and engaged
in nothing more than skirmishes until January, 1905,
when Mitschenko's cavalry made an unsuccessful raid
upon Newchang and Yinkow, and Kuropatkin's army,
apparently urged on by the political exigencies caused
by discontent at home, attempted a flanking movement on
Liaoyang, but was repulsed in the battle of Heikeutai.

In view of the lull in hostilities along at the front,
popular interest was once more directed toward Port
Arthur. The Japanese navy continued faithfully its task
of watching the harbor; and, although it could not maintain
an absolutely complete blockade, it was nevertheless
able to prevent exit and entrance, except in the case of
Chinese junks and small steamers, which occasionally
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