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succeeded in running the blockade under cover of night
or stormy weather. The navy also coöperated with the
army by means of frequent bombardments of the harbor,
in which the remnants of the Russian fleet had sought
refuge, and even of the city of Port Arthur.

The Japanese army persistently pushed the attack from
the land side; and the Russians stubbornly resisted every
step of the advance. The former employed both direct
and flanking attacks, and utilized every device known in
engineering to overcome the "impregnable" fortress,
so well fortified both by nature and by art. Slowly but
steadily the besiegers pressed on and obtained possession
of various forts. On October 30 they made a general
assault, in which they succeeded in capturing several important
positions. Just one month later, the "203-metre
Hill" fell into the hands of the Japanese and gave them
the command of the inner harbor. In a few days they
had succeeded in completely disabling the remnants of
the Russian squadron, so that the greater portion of their
own fleet was released from its long and arduous blockade,
and enabled to undergo a thorough overhauling in the
docks. A portion of it, under Vice-Admiral Uriu, was
despatched to watch the course of the Baltic fleet, and
every preparation was made to accord to these visitors
as warm a reception as possible.

Admirals Togo and Kamimura, with their suites, returned,
for a short period, to Tōkyō, where they were
greeted on December 30 with an enthusiastic welcome.
And, when the eventful year 1904 passed away, it was
generally thought that Port Arthur might be able to
hold out a month longer.

It may, therefore, be easily imagined with what complete
surprise came the news that on January 1 General
Stoessel had opened negotiations with General Nogi concerning
surrender. "Hope deferred maketh the heart
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