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sick": but the relief from the long suspense showed
itself in a kind of prolonged banzai and a series of celebrations
which lasted through the month. The stubborn
defence and the bravery of the defenders had awakened
in every Japanese heart a feeling of admiration; so that
the chivalrous treatment of the garrison found a ready
response on all sides.

During most of the month of February, the two armies
confronting each other along the banks of the Shaho
River remained in apparent inactivity, except for occasional
skirmishes, but in real preparation for another
battle. Just when this began it is a little difficult to state
precisely, because some of the earlier operations were
only feints to disguise the real purpose. On February 24,
the Japanese gained a point by the capture of Ching-ho-cheng
after two days of hard fighting. And from this
time the struggle went on practically without cessation
for two or three weeks. Within a few days the Japanese
had turned both flanks of the Russian army, which was
compelled to beat a precipitate retreat in great confusion
and barely escaped complete annihilation. The Japanese
pushed on in hot pursuit, and occupied Fushun, Mukden,
Tiehling, Kaiyuan, and Changtu. This was the result of
the great battle of Mukden, which was much more decisive
than even Liaoyang, and ended the military activity
in Manchuria for several months.

In the meantime the Baltic fleet had been leisurely
making its way eastward, and, apparently regardless of
international law, had been enjoying the hospitality of
neutral waters, especially those of Madagascar and Annam.
But, although Japan, supported by Great Britain
and the United States, vigorously protested against the
flagrant violations of international law in the abuse of
French hospitality, yet she did not allow herself to swerve
from her original plan concerning the Baltic fleet, or to
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