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THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR
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country in this crisis; of the extra labor performed, even
at night, that a neighbor's field or business may not
suffer loss during his absence from home to fight his
country's battles; of the work of women, young and old,
to provide necessary clothing and "comfort bags" for
those at the front; of the suffering and self-sacrifice of
many at home that loved ones may serve the country on
the battlefield; of the kindly care of Russian prisoners,
who are "treated more like guests"; of the work of the
Red Cross Society, and its abundant labors both at home
and at the front. The Japanese are truly heroic in every
sense of the word.

Two features have already stood out prominently in
this war,—the "splendid tenacity" of the Japanese
soldiery, and the coördination of the movements of their
armies and navy. The strategic phase of the war reflects
the utmost credit upon Yamagata, Ōyama, Kodama, and
the others who planned the campaigns.

It ought not to be necessary to consider seriously the so-called
"Yellow Peril," but it may be well to refer briefly
to this bogy. For such an idea there is not an iota of a
reason. It is true that the Japanese are ambitious to
become the leaders and teachers of Korea, China, and
Siam;[1] but it is for the purpose of leading and teaching
them in civilization. Japan has turned her back, whether
for good or for ill, upon Oriental civilization, and has
turned her face, whether for good or ill, toward Occidental
civilization. By this is not meant, either that she
will throw away all things Oriental, or that she will accept
all things Occidental. But it is simply meant, as before
pointed out,[2] that she will be the true reconciler between
East and West, and will develop that which is good and
useful in both civilizations. It is her purpose, therefore,
not to array the East against the West, but to bring them
closer together in various bonds of unity. It would be


	↑ See Chapter XXI.

	↑ Pages 14 and 301.
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