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The wisdom of the Japanese envoys in bringing the
war to a close, even on unpopular terms, was fully justified
when it soon became evident that the northern section
of the main island, in the region about Sendai, was
threatened with a famine, due to the partial or entire failure
of crops. But the energy which had been spent on
the prosecution of the war was at once transferred to the
task of relieving the suffering. To the appeals for assistance
a hearty response was made, not only by Japanese
and foreigners in Japan, but also by other peoples, East
and West.

Another compensation for the unpopular peace was
found in September, 1905, when it became known that,
in August, even before the Treaty of Portsmouth had been
signed, the Anglo-Japanese Alliance had been renewed
for a term of ten years.

Therefore, by the beginning of November, the feeling
of disappointment had so far subsided that the Emperor's
birthday (November 3) was celebrated in Tōkyō with unusual
éclat by a grand triumphal military review, followed
later by a grand triumphal naval review at Yokosuka.

The Katsura Ministry, however, being held responsible
for the unpopular terms of peace, resigned in December,[1]
and was succeeded in January, 1906, by a Cabinet under
Marquis Saionji, the leader of the Seiyukwai, without
special change of policy.

In the meantime, in accordance with a Convention between
Japan and Korea, the former established in the latter
a Residency-General in Seoul, with Residencies in
several parts of the country. And to the most important
post of Resident-General the Emperor of Japan appointed
[then] Marquis Ito. And by this Convention the


	↑ It had established a record by holding office for four and one-half
years, the longest period of any Ministry since the establishment
of constitutional government.
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