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GREATER JAPAN
337


and marked the waning of missionary domination and
the rapid assumption of control by Japanese Christians.
Thus it was a real epoch-making event in the history of
the Christian movement in Japan.

A large party of representative Japanese business men
started in the fall of 1909 for a trip to the United States,
and returned in the spring of 1910. The courteous treatment
and generous hospitality extended to them in their
hurried tour across the country were highly appreciated.
The trip afforded an excellent opportunity to ascertain
that the true sentiments of the best Americans are friendly
to Japan.

Viscount Sone, Resident-General in Korea, having
been compelled, on account of dangerous illness, to
return to Japan, resigned his post, and died September
13, 1910. He was succeeded by General Viscount Terauchi,
Minister of War, who carried through the plan of
annexation, which was formally announced on August 29,
1910. This "passing of Korea" is a truly unfortunate
but inevitable occurrence. It was a practical impossibility
for Korea, in her peculiar geographical position, to maintain
political independence. The "Poland of the Far East"
was destined, not to partition, but to absorption by Russia,
or China, or Japan; and she has fallen to the lot of
the one best able to improve her condition.

The year 1910 was also marked by the discovery of
an anarchist plot against the sacred person of the Emperor.
Several were arrested as conspirators, of whom a
few were acquitted, a few were condemned to imprisonment
for terms of years, but twelve were condemned to
death and executed (in 1911).

It was in July, 1911, that the term of the revised
treaties (which had gone into effect in 1899) expired, and
entirely new treaties were negotiated with all the powers.
As these treaties included no limitations upon the com-
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