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spectful phrases for "Thank you" and "Come again." Having dropped into "a veritable shoppers' paradise," you will quickly "find yourself the prey of an acute case of shopping fever before you know it!" It is, indeed, true, to quote further from this same writer, that "to stroll down the Broadway [known as the Ginza] of Tokio of an evening is a liberal education in every-day art."[1]
From what has already been written, it is easily noticeable that wages and incomes, like so many things in petite Japan, are insignificant. It may be added that ordinary mechanics earn on an average over 50 sen a day, and the most skilful seldom get more than double that amount; that carpenters earn from 70 to 100 sen a day; that street-car drivers and conductors receive 12 or 15 yen per month, and other workmen of the common people about the same. Even an official who receives 1,000 yen per year is considered to have a snug income. It will be inferred from this that the cost of living is proportionately cheaper, whether for provisions or for shelter or for clothes, and that the wants, the absolute necessities, of the people are few and simple. Literally true it is, that a Japanese man "wants but little here below, nor wants that little long." With rice, barley, sweet potatoes, other vegetables, fish, eggs, tea, and even sweetmeats in abundance and very cheap, a Japanese can subsist on little and be contented and happy with enough, or even less than that. But,


	↑ Lowell's "Soul of the Far East," pp. 114-117.
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