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A NEW-YEAR ODE.





X.



And all these things were parcels of the vision 
That moved a cloud before his eyes, or stood 

A tower half shattered by the strong collision 
Of spirit and spirit, of evil gods with good; 

A ruinous wall rent through with grim division, 
Where time had marked his every monstrous mood

Of scorn and strength and pride and self-derision: 
The Tower of Things, that felt upon it brood 
Night, and about it cast 
The storm of all the past 
Now mute and forceless as a fire subdued: 
Yet through the rifted years 
And centuries veiled with tears 
And ages as with very death imbrued 
Freedom, whence hope and faith grow strong, 

Smiles, and firm love sustains the indissoluble song.
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