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XI.



Above the cloudy coil of days deceased, 
Its might of flight, with mists and storms beset, 

Burns heavenward, as with heart and hope increased, 
For all the change of tempests, all the fret 

Of frost or fire, keen fraud or force released, 
Wherewith the world once wasted knows not yet 

If evil or good lit all the darkling east 
From the ardent moon of sovereign Mahomet. 
Sublime in work and will 
The song sublimer still
Salutes him, ere the splendour shrink and set; 
Then with imperious eye 
And wing that sounds the sky 
Soars and sees risen as ghosts in concourse met 
The old world's seven elder wonders, firm 

As dust and fixed as shadows, weaker than the worm. 
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