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ADDRESS OF
DR. BOOKER T. WASHINGTON




THE details of the life and deeds of the late Honorable 
Carl Schurz are so well known as to call for no recital 
here. The most and least that can be done at this 
time is to emphasize the lessons to be gleaned from his life 
and call attention to the service rendered by him to the Indian 
and Negro races. My first acquaintance with Carl Schurz 
was gained when I was a student at the Hampton Institute 
in Virginia. He came to Hampton when Secretary of the 
Interior under President Hayes, to inspect the work of General 
Armstrong in the education of the Indians and to note the
progress of the Negro students. During that visit his striking
personality, which combined deep moral earnestness with strength 
of intellect, left in my mind an impression which has always 
remained with me, and which was deepened as I came to know 
Mr. Schurz better in later years. The impression made upon a 
poor student of another race—not long out of slavery—by the 
words and presence of this great soul, is something which I 
cannot easily describe. As he spoke to the Negro and Indian 
students on the day of his visit to Hampton, there was a note 
of deep sincerity and sympathy, which, with his frankness and 
insight into the real condition and needs of the two races, 
made us at once feel that a great and extraordinary man was 
speaking to us. He had a heart overflowing with sympathy for 
the two most unfavored races in America, because he himself had 
known what it meant to be oppressed and to struggle towards 
freedom against great odds. It is easier, however, from many 
points of view, to sympathize with a people or a race that has 
had an unfortunate start in life than it is to be frank and at the 
same time just—to say the word and do the thing which 
will permanently help, regardless for the moment of whether
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