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The Captain.
85


upon anyone who exceeds a certain limit of grace from the hour
fixed for practice. It is better that the secretary or treasurer
should levy it than the captain, because thereby the captain in
this detail places himself under the subordinate officer’s juris-
diction, and is himself fined if he is late. He can do this with-
out loss of dignity, and in fact adds to his influence by submit-
ting as a matter of course to the general regulation. It spoils
the discipline of a crew if a captain takes French leave for hiin-
self, and keeps his men dancing attendance upon him, and yet
rates them when one of them similarly delays the practice,

in making up a crew a captain is often in an invidious
position, It is said by cricketers that the danger of having a
leading bowler for captain of an eleven is that he is often
judicially blind as to the right moment for taking himself
off. Similarly, for a stroke to be captain, or rather for a likely
candidate for strokeship to be captain, may be productive of
misunderstandings and mischief to the crew. In old days
stroke and captain were synonyms. The ‘stroke’ was elected
by the club. He was supposed ta be the best all-round oar,
and as such to be capable of setting the best stroke to the
crew. Ilis office attached itself to his seat. In sundry old
college records of rowing we find the expression ‘a meeting of
strokes,’ where. in modern times we should speak of a ‘cap-
tains’ meeting.” The U.B.C.’s departed from this tradition
more than forty years ago. Since then captains have been
found at all thwarts, even including that of the coxswain,
Mast college clubs followed the U.B.C. principle forthwith,
but not all so. We can recall an incident to the contrary,
At Queen's College, Oxon, there remained a written rule that
stroke should be captain as late as about 1862. In or about
that year a Mr. Godfrey was rowing stroke of the Queen’s
eight in the bumping races, and was ex-officio captain. He
had previously stroked the Queen’s torpid, and with good
success. One night during the summer races Queen's got
bumped (or failed to effect a bump). Some of the crew laid
the blame of their failure upon their stroke, for having rowed,
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