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INTRODUCTION.

As parts of human life and practice the out-of-door
games and amusements with which Englishmen are
familiar have had a long course of development, and
each has its own history. To trace this development
and history in any particular case is not always an easy
task. Most of the writers who deal with these subjects
treat the ‘Origines’ in a summary fashion. Not a few
ignore them altogether. The Topsy theory, ‘’spects it
growed,’ is sufficient.

And yet if it be possible to deal more philosophically with
a subject of the kind, the attempt ought not necessarily to be
devoid of interest. It involves a retrospect of human life and
human ingenuity. It will trace development in man’s ways and
means, marking points which in some regions and with some
traces have determined the limit of their progress, and in others
have served as stepping-stones to further invention, It will
present facts which will not only not be disdained by the true
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